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City of Aalborg
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Long history
• First EIA was back in 2006

• EIA-study of The Egholm line, The Lindholm line and 

Eastern connection is updated in 2011

• The alignment of the 3. Limfjord crossing is determined 

to the Egholm line in 2014

• EIA-study of the Egholm line is updated in spring 

2019-2021

• The project is part of the Infrastructure plan (IP35) 

from 2021 which has a total budget of 14 bn euros by 

2035

• Supplementary environmental assessments autumn 

2023 and hearing until January 2024

• The construction act was adopted May 2024
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Why is this connection important

• Connect E45 in south to E39 in north towards Hirtshals and 

it can be constructed with limited nuisance to traffic.

• Will provide a much more robust road system and be able 

to handle a large part of the future growth in traffic across 

the Limfjord. 

• Will relieve the Limfjord Tunnel, the Limfjord Bridge and 

large parts of Aalborg during rush hours and in the event 

of traffic accidents and traffic incidents. 

• Will open up opportunities for the development of new 

business areas north of the Limfjord, for example around 

the airport. 

• Will make it easier to retain and attract qualified labour.
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Project data
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• An approx. 20 km long 4-lane motorway west of Aalborg, which 

runs under the southern passage of the Limfjord in a 2 km long 

tunnel and over Nørredyb on 600 m long parallel low bridges

• About 700 m Valley bridge over Østerå

• The motorway is connected to the rest of the road network via 5 

interchanges

• 55 new bridge structures 

• 5 km noise barrier 

• The planning, design and construction period is 11 years in total 

(2024 included) and is expected to be completed by 2034 

• The total project budget is estimated as 1,1 bn Euro (in 2024 

prices). 
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Tunnel portal from South (Aalborg)
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The tunnel structure consists of an immersed tunnel as the "main tunnel", which is connected to the 

tunnel ramps at each end via a cut-and-cover "transition tunnel" and associated technical buildings, 

tunnel basins, pumping stations and mechanical and electrical installations (M&E).
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The stretch from Lindholm to Egholm
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Nature and environment
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• More than 120 ha of natural areas will be 

established as a replacement for protected 

nature that will be permanently included in the 

project. 

• A replacement nature will be established in a 

minimum ratio of 1:2.

• 60 ha of agricultural land will be converted to 

permanent nature.

Bog, Meadows,  Water holes, Grassland, Beach meadow
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Otters on Egholm 
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• Breeding otters have been photographed on Egholm in 

the motorway stretch and has already attracted a great 

deal of public attention.

• As Annex IV species (EU Habitats Directive), the otter's 

breeding and resting places are particularly protected.

• Although we are allowed to deviate from the EU's 

Habitats Directive, we are designing the area for land 

reclamation with canals and ponds for otters and beach 

toads
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Main Schedule
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Construction Act

Line inspection

Compulsory purchase

Detailed inspection
Commissioning

Execution of 

replacement 

nature

Execution of 

construction work

Test of tunnel 

installations
Tendering of contracts

Design

Feasibility studies 

(Geotechnical, 

archaeology, and 

environmental 

investigation)
2. Quarter 2026 –

2. Quarter 2027

1. Quarter 2027 –

4. Quarter 2034

4. Quarter 2025

2. Quarter 2024 –

1. Quarter 2027

1. Quarter 2025

1. July 2024

The end of 2034

1. Quarter 2026 –

1. Quarter 2027
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Long project period

• Many time-consuming processes

• Archaeological and Geotechnical 

investigations land and on water

• Land acquisition process (line and 

detailed inspection, expropriation and 

compulsory purchase)

• The large areas of replacement nature 

need to be located and agreed with 

landowners

• Tendering process for D&B contract
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Replacement nature takes time
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• The new nature areas must be established in 

advance of the existing protected nature being 

included and closed.

• Typically, the preparation work to make the 

right condition for the new nature takes 2-3 

years. 

• The construction work may not start before the 

preparation work has ended. 



• In general the fjord is in poor condition

• Approximately 1,000,000 m3 of seabed sediment will be dug away to make 

room for the tunnel. 

• To ensure that construction work will not affect the current condition in the fjord 

necessary preventive measures are to be taken

• Restriction on construct methods and logistic on water

• Flow conditions are monitored as e.g. structures may not block in the fjord

• Sediment spread are reduced by excavation over two winters seasons
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Special focus on the impact on the fjord
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Thank you for your attention
@vd.dk
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inbd@vd.dk

Inge Birkegaard Damsgaard

Projektchef fjordkrydsninger

inbd@vd.dk

Vejdirektoratet.dk
3. Limfjordsforbindelse | Vejdirektoratet

mailto:inbd@vd.dk
mailto:inbd@vd.dk
https://www.vejdirektoratet.dk/projekt/3-limfjordsforbindelse
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